Putting Health and Well-Being
at the Heart of EU Policymaking
All Policies for a Healthy Europe is an
intersectoral initiative aiming to ensure
that citizen’s health and well-being is a
core priority for Europe and a strategic
objective for the next Commission.

70% of Europeans want to see more
action on health and well-being
(source: Eurobarometer)

We focus on the inextricable links
between three clusters: Healthy Societies; Healthy Environment; and Healthy
Care Systems.
The clusters encompass many of the key
determinants of health and well-being:
economic, social (including health-related
behaviours), environmental, commercial
and political.

www.healthyeurope.eu
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•

Health and well-being are crucial
contributors to a new
and stronger economic model
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•

Data-driven technologies are creating
new opportunities to improve health
and well-being, and therefore provide a
cross-cutting theme.

The Facts are Clear
•

In 2018, the OECD surveyed people
in 19 counties about the economic
and social risks that matter most.
People’s greatest concern in the next
two years was ‘becoming ill or disabled’.1

•

Only 3% of health budgets are spent
on prevention.4

•

74% of the EU urban population are
exposed to concentrations of particulate matter exceeding WHO guidelines.5

•

Across the EU, total costs associated
with mental ill-health are estimated
to be 600 billion Euro.2

•

•

Every year, mental health problems
affect more than 1 in 6 people across
the EU.3

Air pollution is the leading environmental cause of early mortality
in the EU, causing about 400.000
premature deaths.6

•

While life expectancy continues to
rise, each year in the EU chronic diseases lead to the premature death of
more than half a million people aged
between 25 and 64.7

•

1|

1.2 million people die prematurely
every year in EU countries.3
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Putting it into Action
We’re calling for citizens’ health and well-being to be a core priority and strategic
objective for the next European Commission.
Our Manifesto makes a number of recommendations for the governance necessary
to achieve this aim:
1. Mandate a senior European Commissioner to oversee cross- and inter-sectoral
action on health and well-being.
2. Strengthen Health and Well-being Impact Assessment by further developing
the ‘health toolbox’ and supporting evidence/information systems.
3. Align resources with inter-sectoral priorities.
4. Embed well-being in European economic governance.
5. Ensure systematic citizen and stakeholder participation – for example, through
the creation of thematic Forums and ‘Dialogues’. The EU’s Urban Agenda
provides a positive, recent example of cooperation between different levels of
governance.

To find out more, and support the goals of All Policies for a Healthy Europe, visit
https://healthyeurope.eu/ or follow us on Twitter @wellbeingEU.

